Rapi

Story and photos by Don Empey

t the ripe old age of 13, Steven

Mickerson is already a veteran

dirt-teacker and is starling out in a
career of road-racing. After getting his
first bike as a four-year-old, Nickerson
spent time moving up through the 50ce,
#5ce and 85ce dirt track ranks before mak-
ing the switch to road racing on 4 Honda
R5123 last season.

Mickerson's considerable talents caughl
Hae altention of Go Big Racing, who ook
the youngster under its wing 1ask season as
he competed in the RACE Superberies at
Shannenville Motorsport Pack. Nickerson
was viclorious in his first outing in the
Armatenr 125 class and ended the season

| fourth in points despite only runming, in
[our evenls.

Al the end of the season Mickerson was
invited to tey out for a place in the Red Bull
| AMA LS Rookies Cup at Barber

hatorsports Park in Alabama, but Failed to
make the cul,

Mevertheless, the youngster remains ong
of Canada’s up-and-coming racing talents,
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Steven Nickerson on the fast track to success

S Far in his carcer he's scared 104 podium
fivishes that inelude 41 firsts, 33 seconds
amel 30 thived place finishes.

How did you get started riding?

My life dream of becoming a matorcycle
Facer started in 1998 when | was growing
up as a kid at the age of four, on Christmas
morning as [ was walking slowly towards
Hhe Christmas Tree feeling very excited to
see whal presents 1 had. Before 1 even saw
my whole family standing there, [was
dravwn o a small Yamaha PWSD, 1 was so
excited b jump on it and [was so stunmed
when my father said it was all ming, 1o
hiave: and Lo ride.

In the coming menths 1waited Lo ride
that mean machine. Finally, one day in hda,
miv dad said that 1 could try the maotorcycle,
Ay dad was starling the mokarcycle |
had strange tekles inony stomach that |
have never felt before, | approached the
motoreyele feeling more fhan a litthe scared.
1iumped onto the seat and pgave the throttle
a little Lwrist just to hear the roar the engine.
My dad told me to slowly bwvist the throttle

i

and lift my feet. Asl listened o my bike
rew; 1 velled, “T'm doing it dad™ | started Lo
BAIn some s}w:l.“l:l. bk | i not knowe where
the brakes were and 1 ran into a lence. |
remember Burshing into ears saying b my
father that T will never ride this thing again.

What ot you into racing?

[ kept practicing and a Few years later my
father asked me Do you want Lo race?” |
welled “yeah!™ in excitement. [ staried rac-
ing flat track al the elland County
Speedway, where Lo my surprise | dominat-
ud the G0ce class. 1 made seme greal fricnds
i the S0ce class, but mosk of thern did nol
move up ti the G5 class, as | did,

[ was doing reatly well in the 65cc class,
getting a few first places but mstly sec-
onds and thirds, L met many nes friends in
fhs: 650 class tht | still 1u:¢.-|:- in towch with
today, | spent one miare year racing in the
#5cc class and did extremely well. One day
mear the end of that season, my father came
Lo pick me g after school, and was inlro-
duced tea big ereen Kawasaki B5cc muolor-
evele, That fall Twas racing [ B5cc Fawi
as well as my adecin Lhe 123,

[ raced hardd all seagon, fimshing top
fhree in almost every race.

What steered you toward road racing?
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Cine day after the race season Wi father
asked me what 1 wanted Lo e, e asked it
[ weanl b da flat brack o Try povad racing. |
decided Twanted to try poad racing-
Around October my Dad asked “do you
want to race pockel bikes indoors during
the winter?” | agreed and v Falher let me
race pockel bikes iridaoes to keep me race
peady all year long.

Thal Christmas 1 got an [25125. 1 was
stunmed, happy and excited. | could et
weail for the moxt race season g 1 eould Ly
Ty new motrcyie.

Last April | went Lo thie race school oopet
ny license o 1 eonldd race in the summer.

Tell us about your first race event.

1 did two track days before | raced my
first road race in Juneat Shannomville: 1
s seared fosee what the race day would
mold in store for me 20 Sunday | waa Eoel-
ing as good as Pve ever fell walking m the
pits hearing the roars of the motorcycles. A
[ was getting my gloves on | was Lhinking
of my game plan, all the great advice and
{he track conditions. | slarted to get ihat
strange feeling again, Fecking seared, vet
excited.

| won my Amateur 123 clags | also com-
peted in e iddlosveight class bub on lask
lap [ lowwsided, ending oy day o a had

e Toranto Molereyche Show in Decernber
in the Mosport booth with them. The peo-
ple from Mosport wiere 5 pice beeause they
hrought a cake Lo celebrate my 13th birth-

R

nobe, §was ling, just a litlle shaken up ot |
learned o lak that day, The next fwn Teginn-
4l 125 class races | came in third place.

| eeuldirt make it b the last regional
pond at Shanmonyvitle hecanse | was invits
o fo the Red Bult AMAUS. Resokies Cup
try ouls in Alabama Lo Loy to qualify for the
e Tull cham}ﬂunship:

What are you up to this winter?

I'm now preparing for next SR, COT
centrating on school then Iraining for the
2F racing seasorn. Thanks to all my spon-
sors whao have helped pet me Hhis far, AW

—

What was the Red Bull Rookies Cup
experience like?

While | was down
ll'hcn.' i hml.i L (Do
ing experienee. i

aw some of my al

track friends, but m :
sadly 1 did not make !

the final cut. L %

What sort of help
hiave you had from
Go Big Racing?

nss Millson and
Paul Glerm from Go
Big Racing helped
mie with my fech-
nicpue o the new
bike and gave me |
2ot gl f“lﬂm Rlready successful on dirt wracks 4 3-year-old Nickerson made a seemingly

an road racing. 1 also effortless switch 1 pavement, winning first time out in the Amateur 125 class
at Shannonville.

spent some Lime at
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