SunTrust MOTO-ST Series / Rounds 2-3

INSIDE COMPETITION

the team couldn’t match the rider balance
of Michael Barnes and Chris Ulrich on the
Roadracingworld.com Suzuki SV1000S, or
the aggressive pit strategy of the Suzuki
team, which changed the rear Pirelli only
once and used both Barnes and Ulrich in
double stints.

At VIR Howard battled with Parriott for
the lead in the early going, but a miscom-
munication on their refueling stop during
the Safety Car period dropped the Tuono a
lap behind the BMW,

“We got hung up in traffic a few times
early in the race and Brian got a gap on
me,” Howard said. “Then I was a little late
coming out of the pits during the caution
flag and that put us a lap behind.”

Conspicuous by its absence at VIR was
the Roadracingworld.com Suzuki team,
which entered the race tied for the points
lead with Aprilia USA 2 after its Homestead
victory. According to team owner John
Ulrich, the most successful endurance rac-
ing entrant in North America, budget con-
cerns finally caught up with the team.

“Team Hammer, Inc. hasn't stayed in the
racing business for 27 years by spending
money it doesn’t have,” Ulrich said in a
press statement after the VIR race. “MOTO-
ST was established and the schedule
announced when our team was in the mid-
dle of a multi-year contract cycle, which
means the team didn’t have any budgeting,
sponsor support, or infrastructure dedicat-
ed to running the series. Plus, the team has
commitments to run a competitive program
in the AMA Pro Series.

“But because 1 personally believe in the
MOTO-ST concept and in the people
involved in running the MOTO-ST series,
we dug deep and showed up at the first
three MOTO-ST races while pursuing spon-
sor support, and we even had a dedicated
MOTO-5T crew at Daytona and Homestead.

“Ultimately, we didn’t get any sponsor
support (Suzuki doesn’t even have a contin-
gency program for the series), and the cost
of running a competitive MOTO-ST pro-
gram able to win races means we can’t con-
tinue to do it alone.”

The absence of the Roadracingworld.com
crew was a bitter pill for the series, espe-
cially after its impressive win at Homestead
two weeks earlier. The Suzuki established a
solid lead when Barnes stayed on the bike
at its first refueling stop and the crew
eschewed a rear tire change.

After changing tires and riders on its sec-
ond stop, the team again took on fuel only
on its last pit visit, leaving Chris Ulrich on
to nurse the rear Pirelli to the finish.
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(Top) Chris Ulrich (left) and Michael Barnes (right) teamed up to give the Roadracingworld.com Suzuki
squad victory at Homestead, in what may be the team’s final appearance of the season. (Above) The
GoBigRacing Suzuki team was third in class at VIR despite Paul Glenn being limited to a single stint.

“It [the tire] was a little dodgy but it was
fine, very predictable as usual,” said Ulrich,
who lost the lead briefly with an off-course
excursion just after taking over from Barnes.
“I have a lot of experience on Pirellis, and
life’s pretty good. I'm just so happy we won.
It's win number 149 for the organization, in
total, and I'm very happy about today. I'm
glad I could finally win an endurance race for
my father. I kind of had it easy. The crew did
a great job and Mike got me a lead.”

The remaining two MOTO-ST classes,
BMW Grand Sport Twins (GST) and Sport
Twins (ST) hadn’t been quite as wide open
as SST through the first half of the season,
although they did provide their moments,

After taking the GST win at Daytona in
March, the Richie Morris Racing Buell XB12
fell four laps down early at Homestead
with brake trouble. The win instead went to
the RPM Motorsports/Keesee Racing Ducati
SuperSport 1000DS of the father and son
duo of Todd and Kyle Keesee. It was a par-
ticularly impressive performance from 17-

year-old Kyle, who is only his first year of
Expert road racing,.

The Richie Morris Buell rebounded with
a win at VIR. Shawn Higbee, the only rider
to handle all three races for the team this
season, was joined by Clint Brotz on this
occasion,

The Pair-A-Nines Kawasaki EX650 of liv-
ing legends Jay Springsteen and Jimmy
Filice won the first two ST rounds of the
season, but at VIR they were bested by the
Speed Werks.com Suzuki SV650 of local ace
Brian Kcraget and Melissa Berkhoff.

Springsteen and Filice placed second and
maintained their championship lead, but
they have only 10 points on the
GoBigRacing Suzuki SV650 of Canadian
duo Ross Millson and Paul Glenn.

Millson and Glenn finished second at
Homestead, after dicing with the Kawi
early on, and then took a third at VIR,
despite Millson having to shoulder most of
the riding after Glenn injured his foot in a
Friday practice crash. IM
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